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Department of Emergency Management and Security (DEMS) V/

DEMS Monthly Webinar Featu res VDOT! Department of Emergency Management
Monthly Webi

Join us on Wednesday, December 7" at 7:00 PM to To,,.c::,:my,m:m:::;m

learn more about Winter Weather Safety from the
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). Ellen
Kamilakis Assistant District Administrator for
Communications in the Northern Virginia District. Join
us to learn about how VDOT operates during winter

. > =R
weather and how you can stay informed during storms. @, '/A\
Link to join webinar: https://youtu.be/zsZ5hDZTrh0 b Ly {
Winter Weather Safety

Winter is upon us in Northern Virginia! While this season can be a beautiful time of year, winter
weather can cause dangerous situations if not properly prepared for. Taking time to implement
weatherproofing and safety measures in your home will help you and your family stay warm and safe
this season. Follow these tips to ensure a safe and cozy winter:

e Drain outdoor pipes and hoses

to prevent pipes from freezing HOW TO WINTERIZE YOUR HOME
and bursting. If indoor pipes
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ensure it is functioning properly and
reduce the risk of fires.
e If you have a fireplace or woodstove, ensure the flue and chimney are free of buildup and
debris prior to use.
e Remember never to leave vehicles, generators, or other appliances that omit exhaust
running in enclosed spaces like a garage or shed.
Do not place space heaters in small, confined rooms and never use a generator indoors.
Check the batteries in your smoke and carbon dioxide detectors.
Make sure you have a snow shovel and ice melt on hand before snow starts to fall.
Ensure you know how to access weather information and alerts in your area. You can sign
up for Fairfax Alerts for free at https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts/.
e Keep an eye on pets when they are outdoors. They are also susceptible to cold
temperatures and should not be left outside for extended periods of time.

For more information on winter safety from the National Safety Council, visit
https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-safety/winter-safety/winter.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FzsZ5hDZTrh0&data=05%7C01%7CMoriah.Kitaeff%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C902c9eaf146c430bf69f08dabb7726b4%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638028417661521609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CSCXFWGLhFJXRS8A%2F%2FaD%2Bnx0juOc9FaPDJc2KRDxAhw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts/
https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-safety/winter-safety/winter

December 2022 Page 2
Holiday Light Safety

Holiday decorations and celebrations are an annual tradition for FACTS
many families. However, dry Christmas trees, burning candles,
and holiday lights can pose a real hazard if not used properly. @ Almost one third of home
Christmas tree fires are caused
® Keep lit candles away from decorations and other things by electrical problems.

that can bumn. @ Although Christmas tree fires

are not common, when they do
occur, they are more likely to be
SErious.

® Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or
loose cord connections. Follow manufacturer instructions.

® Blow out lit candles when you leave the room or go to @ A heat source too close to the
bed. tree causes more than one in
every five of the fires.

® Place trees away from fireplaces, radiators, and other
heat source. Heated rooms dry trees out rapidly, creating
fire hazards.

Winter Car Emergency Kit

The greatest threat from winter weather is often secondary

impacts, such as traffic accidents on icy roads. Carry items in WINTER DRIVING KIT
your vehicle to handle common winter driving-related supplies The following items, cartied in your vehicle, will be
you might need in an emergency, including: invaluable should an emergency develop:
[ Bag of abrasive material [7] Booster cables
e Carcell phone Charger (sand, salt, or cat litter) [J Blanket
[ Small snow shovel T ik Tl o
e Blanket, or emergency blanket [] Sniow brush e
e Winter hat and winter gloves L Traeflost i L) Galluar: oo
[ Flashlight
It's also a good idea to keep family and emergency phone [ Window-washing solvent @7
numbers, including your auto insurance provider and a towing [J Gloves or mittens ’
company, in your phone. O lee scraper

[ Cloth or paper towels

Visit our Community Emergency Response Guide for more
information! Link: Community Emergency Response Guide | Emergency Management
(fairfaxcounty.gov)

Resolve to be Ready

This New Years, resolve to be ready for any emergency. Taking steps to plan for the unexpected can
mean you are more equipped to protect yourself and others if a disaster happens. Resolve to be
ready with these tips.

e Create an emergency plan. Know your evacuation routes and have places designated ahead of
time for your family to meet up at in case you get separated.

e Put together an emergency kit to include water, shelf stable food, first aid kit, and more.
e Sign up for Fairfax Alerts to get your emergency alerts! www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts

e Check your insurance plan to see if you have coverage for multiple kinds of natural and man-
made disasters. Remember that flood insurance is separate from your home insurance plan!

e Save for a rainy day! Start and grow your emergency fund.
Remember, preparedness is a marathon, not a sprint. Take your time and put together your plan.
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